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As we re�ect on the work of the past year, we do so with a solemn awareness of the times in which 
we serve. Across the world, shifting geopolitical landscapes have rapidly reshaped educational and 
ministerial contexts. In the U.S., diversity, equity, and inclusion initiatives are under attack, and cuts 
to the Department of Education will reduce support for low-income students and other vulnerable 
groups who rely on federally funded academic resources. 

The General Board of Higher Education and Ministry (GBHEM) remains more committed than ever 
to nurturing leaders and strengthening institutions of higher education. We hold onto Paul’s reminder 
for the early church in Galatia: “Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will 
reap a harvest if we do not give up.” (NIV)

Grounded in our Wesleyan conviction that education is a means of grace, GBHEM continues  
to defend equal access to learning. We work closely with United Methodist-related colleges,  
universities, and seminaries to strengthen identity, collaboration, and resilience. Through  
scholarships and grants, we support schools and students who carry forward the church’s  
educational mission. We continue to provide support to 11 United Methodist-related Historically 
Black Colleges and Universities (HBCUs) through the Black College Fund.

To further support these vital e�orts, GBHEM, in partnership with its sister agency, Global Ministries, 
launched a granting and funding initiative called This Moment Matters to help �ll a portion of the gap 
left by cuts to funding. The initiative is focused on supporting �ve areas of urgent need – education, 
agriculture and food security, global health, migration, and peace. 

Two newly formed groups convened by GBHEM – the Study of Ministry Commission and the Course 
of Study (COS) Review Team – both met in 2025. Through dialogue and discernment, the commission 
is shaping the future of ordained ministry in the UMC. And the review team considered revisions to 
the COS to ensure that the program meets the educational needs of today’s licensed local pastors. 

This moment challenges us, yet it also reveals the depth of God’s faithfulness and the transformative 
power of collective action. Thank you for your partnership, prayers, and generous support. In this  
report, it is our hope that you see how we are – together – upholding a vision of education and  
ministry that brings hope and justice to our world.
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