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Preface

o o =

[llinois Wesleyan University, lllinois

The United Methodist Church’s commitment to education is rooted historically in the vision and actions of
John and Charles Wesley, the founders of the Methodist movement. John Wesley encouraged intellectual
development alongside spiritual growth. He worked to connect “knowledge and vital piety,” relate faith and
reason and educate the whole person in body, mind, and spirit. The denomination’s interest in education
has evolved from John Wesley’s concern for the well-being of all people. Accordingly, three concerns have
motivated the United Methodist denomination to be involved in education throughout its history:
« That all people should have access to education;
[ OMFY JIZHFYNTS XMTZQIl GJ TK YMJ MNLMJXY VZFQNY~ NS UWTLWFR
governance; and
 That the expression of all religious traditions should be guarded and encouraged on United
Methodist-related campuses.

OMNX 5WNRJIW NX YMJ WIXZQY TK WI+JHYNTS FSI INXHZXXNTS FWTZSI VZJX
2JYMTINXY WIQFYJI XHMTTQX HTQQJLJIX FSI ZSN[JWXNYNJX UFWYNHZQFW
work with colleagues at GBHEM and Global Ministries including Dr. David Scott, executive director for

theology and strategic planning, who penned the sections Access to Education, Intercultural Communities

of Learning, and Education, Service, and Justice; and Todd Willis, general counsel, who continually reminds

us that policy and theology work in tandem. That said, dialogue from around the world over many decades

has contributed to the church-related conversation in The Primer.

Finally, | would like to acknowledge the invaluable guidance and insight provided by Roland Fernandes,

LISIWFQ XJHWJIYFW~”A -NX YMTZLMYKZQ QJFIJWXMNU FSI KJJIGFHP IZWNSI
enhanced the value of The Primer. It will continue to be a living document that provides a foundational text

for the church and the academy to continue the church-related conversation. Institutions should feel free to

use all or parts of The Primer to interpret the church relationship to their campus communities.

e K AL

The Rev. Dr. Tammy Gieselman
Director of Education
Executive Secretary, University Senate
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The Role of Education
In United Methodism

The United Methodist Church’s commitment to education is
historically rooted in the vision and actions of its founder, John
Wesley. Wesley, himself well educated, encouraged intellectual
development alongside spiritual growth. He worked to connect
“knowledge and vital piety,” relate faith and reason and educate
the whole person in body, mind and spirit.

The denomination’s interest in education has evolved from

Wesley’s concern for the well-being of all people. He founded

Kingswood School in 1748 near Bristol, England, to provide

education, especially for the poor. American Methodists founded

YMINW *WXY XHMTTQ (TPIJXGZW”" (TQQJLJ NS

From these beginnings, Methodists invested heavily in founding
schools, colleges, and universities throughout the world. Many of
these institutions were built to provide education to populations
with limited access to formal education, including freed slaves

in the American South, modernizing societies in Africa, Asia and
Latin America, areas of population growth, and the economically
marginalized throughout the world.

John Wesley

Three concerns have motivated The United Methodist Church and its predecessors to be involved in education
throughout their history:

* That all people should have access to education;
I OMFY F :SNYJI 2JYMTINXY JIZHFYNTS XMTZQI GJ TK YMJ MNLMJXY JJHJQQJ*S
and shared governance; and

» That the expression of religion for all faith traditions should be guarded and encouraged on United
Methodist-related campuses.

IMIXJI YMWJIJ HTSHIWSX WJI+JHY 1JJUQN MJQI YMIJTQTLNHFQ HTS[NHYNTSX :SN’
the image of God and therefore of sacred worth. This belief is rooted in biblical accounts of creation (Genesis 1:27)
and Jesus’ teachings to love our neighbors as ourselves and to consider everyone our neighbor (Matthew 22:36-40).

Education enables all people to cultivate their God-given abilities. In the United Methodist tradition, an educated
person is one who has developed the potential within them — morally, culturally, and spiritually, as well as
intellectually and physically.

Education is not ultimately about training people to be intelligent or successful but about discovering what it is to
be the full human beings God intended. Education is a process that occurs within individuals and is expressed in
relationships of care and justice with self, God, other humans, and the rest of the created world.
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LOVING GOD WITH ONE'S MIND

United Methodists take seriously
Matthew 22:37, which calls us to
love God with our minds.

John Wesley was as much an educator as a preacher. Methodist
involvement in education stems from his passion for education,
rooted in his understanding of the Bible, and centuries of Christian
tradition.

Wesley clearly thought acquiring a good theological understanding
guided Christian experience and that, in turn, Christian experience
informed and shaped theological understanding. This is not far
removed from current learning cycle theory and reinforces the view
that learning is a lifelong process.

It was Wesley’s commitment to lifelong learning and self-knowledge
YMFY RFIJ MNR F UNTSJJW NS YMJ *JQI TK UT
as he told one preacher, “it cannot be that the people should grow in

grace unless they give themselves to reading.”

He drew up a list of recommended reading, set up libraries, acquired
a printing press, and produced a vast array of publications, including
hymnbooks designed to educate people in the essentials of religion.

<MJS MJ GZNQY MNX *WXY XHMTTQ FY ONSLX\
adult education and it was his hope that people of all ages would :
attend classes at the school. The Methodist societies he created
have been described as seminars in adult education !

Education, from a United Methodist perspective,
IS a means of attaining freedom from ignorance
and prejudice so that justice and equity can
prevail throughout the world.

WHAT IT MEANS TO BE RELATED TO A UNITED METHODIST CHURCH|V8ITH ED!



Allegheny College, Pennsylvania

METHODISM AN
EDUCATION IN AMERICA

After the early initiatives of John and Charles Wesley and many others.
Methodism began to establish itself as a denomination that would include
education in the fabric of its everyday mission. Bishop Francis Asbury famously
recommended that Methodists erect a school in the vicinity of every church.

Hence, the number of Methodist schools, colleges, and universities expanded
considerably during the 19th century. By 1820, annual conferences received the
authority to act autonomously in establishing schools, yet there was a concern
for the need to operate within a connectional system that would align quality and
sustainability for all Methodist institutions. 2

In 1860, the Bishops of the Methodist Episcopal Church suggested a General
Conference board be created, and by 1866, the Board of Education was
established for a worldwide mission: to diffuse more generally the blessings
of education and Christianity throughout the United States and elsewhere.
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Access to Education

The United Methodist Church has a theological commitment to access to
education that is grounded in our religious heritage and our beliefs about
God’s call to work for mission and justice in the world.

United Methodists recognize all humans are created in the image

of God. Therefore, everyone is called to treat all people with love, care,
respect and justice. As the Church’s constitution states, “The United
Methodist Church proclaims the value of each person as a unique child

of God and commits itself to the healing and wholeness of all persons.”
(The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church, Article 5,
Racial Justice.) This commitment to the well-being of all people is rooted
in God’s calling, Jesus’ teachings and Wesley’s understanding of holiness,
which must be expressed through love of God and neighbor.

As part of the commitment to the “healing and wholeness of all
persons” and the desire that all may develop their God-given abilities
for the service of others, United Methodists believe all people have a
right to access the blessings bestowed by God, including a right to
education. The United Methodist Church’s Book of Resolutions states,
“All people, irrespective of sex, age, race, color, ethnicity, language,
religion, political or other opinion, national or social origin, property or
birth, as well as persons with disabilities, migrants, indigenous persons
and children and youths, especially those in vulnerable situations or
other status should have access to inclusive, equitable quality education
and lifelong learning opportunities” (The 2024 Book of Resolutions of
The United Methodist Church #4214, The Right of All to Quality Educatioi.

Although education is a basic human right, not all people have the same
access to education. This has been true historically and remains true
today. Indeed, “the right to education remains one of the most widely
and systematically violated of all human rights” (2024 Book of
Resolutions of The United Methodist Church #4214, The Right of All to
Quality Education). These violations often occur along the lines of social
distinction mentioned in the paragraph above. These violations are a
form of sin that contradicts our teachings and a grave issue of social
injustice.

United Methodists are called to oppose injustices that threaten the
recognition of the inherent worth of all people, including unfair
differences in access to education. Our faith compels us to take
concrete actions to create a more just world, including steps to
promote access to education through scholarships, admission
processes, support and mentoring and other means. Randolph-Macon College, Virginia

WHAT IT MEANS TO BE RELATED TO A UNITED METHODIST CHURCH|WITH ED!



Higher education, at its best, creates a culture
of open dialogue, curiosity, and appreciative
Inquiry, educational virtues that are not unigue
to United Methodist institutions; however,

for those institutions related to The United
Methodist Church, an open and inclusive culture
Is of particular responsibility.

United Methodist-related schools listed by the University
Senate are distinguished from other educational institutions
by how they combine faith and reason.

Methodists have always established, intentionally so, broad
parameters for church relationships. UM-related institutions
are thus able to craft a variety of approaches that allow faith
to play a meaningful role in the educational process.

Rather than either isolating faith as something outside

formal curriculum or mandate a particular doctrine, United
Methodist-related schools, colleges, and universities offer
curricular and co-curricular programs enabling students to
safely and bravely ask questions of meaning and purpose.

Thus, UM-related higher education does not exist simply
to provide easy answers, but to formulate better questions
and to create lifelong learners.®

McKendree University, lllinois

In 1748, written for the dedication of Kingswood School in
Bath, England, Charles Wesley’s hymn charged all Methodist
educators to: “Unite the pair so long disjoined, knowledge, and
vital piety: learning and holiness combined.

8 | WHAT IT MEANS TO BE RELATED TO A UNITED METHODIST CHURCH WITH EDUCATION IN ITS DNA



Intercultural Communities of Learning

O9MJ :SNYJI 2JYMTINXY (MZWHM FK*WRX YMFY
have a right to access education, but all people have the right to
contribute to the educational process as learners and educators

based on insights unique to their backgrounds and life experiences.

8ZHM \TWP NS[TQ[JX STY TSQ” GJSJ*YX KTW
from all people. This includes “all people, irrespective of sex, age,

race, color, ethnicity, language, religion, political or other opinion,
national or social origin, property or birth, as well as persons with
disabilities, migrants, indigenous persons, and children and youths,
especially those in vulnerable situations or other status” (2024

The Book of Resolutions of The United Methodist Church

#4214, The Right of All to Quality Educatio.

United Methodists see this variety of backgrounds as an asset,
proclaiming, “We believe that our strength lies in our racial and
cultural diversity and that we must work toward a world in which
each person’s value is respected and nurtured” (2024 The Book of
Resolutions of The United Methodist Church #3325. A Charter for
Racial Justice In an Interdependent Global Community Therefore,

The United Methodist Church is “committed to the principle of social “Do all the gOOd you Can,
inclusiveness” and believes that “inclusionary efforts that lead to by a” the means yOU can

diversity yield enriched environments for our daily living and learning”

(The 2024 Book of Resolutions of The United Methodist Church #3326. in a” the Ways you can,
&K*WRFYN)J &HYNTS .

in all the places you can,
Increasingly, United Methodists use the term “intercultural” to at a” the timeS yOU can,
describe the process of mutual learning and exchange that occurs
when all members of a community from different backgrounds are to all the people you Can,

empowered to offer their unique contributions to the work of that ”
: R » as long as ever you can.
community. Schools, colleges and universities are communities g y
of learning. Learning is strengthened when members’ unique —Attributed to John Wesley in The Fundamentals
. . . of Ethics by Russ Shafer-Landau
perspectives and experiences are recognized.

Creating a space for all within communities of learning prepares all
to contribute to the fruits of learning: service and justice. A major
theological insight in the past century is that all people are called to
be active participants in God’s life-giving mission in ways consistent
with their cultural, linguistic and racial-ethnic backgrounds and that
God'’s work of healing the world requires contributions from all.
Education contributes to this vision.

WHAT IT MEANS TO BE RELATED TO A UNITED METHODIST CHURCH|\@ITH ED!



EDUCATION, SERVICE,
AND JUSTICE

The United Methodist Church believes true education should lead
learners to engage in service to others and pursuit of justice for the
whole society.

John Wesley consistently held that education of the highest
quality will produce capable and caring individuals to serve the
world’s communities. Wesley taught that personal holiness must
always be accompanied by social holiness, through which the love
of God motivates individuals to engage in service to others and to
pursue justice for all.

Wesley believed society would be changed for the better by
transforming the lives of individuals, teaching them values and
vocation, and not just personal well-being. Education should promote
self-discipline and hard work, and a recognition that the more we are

given, the more is expected from us. It should equip a person with Bethune-Cookman
the right habits for a life of service to others. Education should be an ' fhic it

instrument for reforming and reshaping society, not for maintaining L _ FOUNDED 1504
the status quo. It should encourage people to want to change the o
world for the better. This includes generating greater environmental
responsibility for the welfare of the world God has created.

Bethune-Cookman University, Florida
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THE WHOLE PERSON:
BODY, MIND AND SPIRIT

John Wesley was concerned with body, mind and spirit. He was
convinced God cared about the whole person. Many have argued
that a well-working body was fundamental to Wesley’s holistic

view of health and a sensible regimen was viewed as the natural
way of realizing a life of health and wholeness. To that end, Wesley
established a visitation program for the sick, dispensed medicine,
and recommended plant-based therapies to the poor in London
and Bristol.

In 1747, Wesley published his collection of simple remedies
under the title, Primitive Physick. Wesley scholar Randy Maddox
notes the following about Wesley’s book of home remedies:

“He was trying to offer medical advice that had been used for
generations and that went back, as he understood it, to the roots
of creation.” 4

It can be argued that Methodism grew out of a whole person
spirituality with “do no harm” disciples who built schools,
orphanages, and hospitals for all to access. That love of God

was built on a foundation of service in and with the community
with an eye toward social justice ministry. We might further assess
that UM-related educational institutions, now in the 21st century,
are stewards of that which is rooted in Methodism’s whole person
spirituality.

Wesley also believed society would be changed for the better
not by government policy but by transforming the lives of
NSIN[NIZFQX G” JIZHFYNSL YMJR FGTZY YMJ

and service, and teaching them values and vocation and not just
Dickinson College, Pennsylvania personal well-being.

Education should promote self-discipline
and hard work and recognition that the more
we are given, the more Is expected from us.

WHAT IT MEANS TO BE RELATED TO A UNITED METHODIST CHURCHi.fH EDUC,



Connectionalism
ensures that
Institutions are
not isolated

and asks us

all to embrace

a global
perspective.

THE CONNECTION

The United Methodist Church is a connectional denomination. The idea of a connectional church
has been central to Methodism since John Wesley began the movement in 1739.

Lo d

T
S

1

Wesley thoughtfully organized a network of Methodist societies across England, connected to
one another through a common mission. Wesley recognized the need for an organized system
of communication and accountability, and developed what he called the “connexion,” a network
of classes, societies, and annual conferences. Since then, the connection has always been
about relationship.

Today, United Methodists continue to be organized in a “connectional” system, which “enables
us to carry out our mission in unity and strength” (2024 Book of Discipline, 1 701). International
Association of Methodist Schools, Colleges and Universities (IAMSCU, see page 30) April 2023
task force report, “Visibly Re-Imagining the Wesleyan Heritage” notes that being connectional is
by far the most important value of our Wesleyan heritage.

<J FWJ IJXNLSJI YT GJ HTSSJHYJI \MNHM NX \M"» YMJ YIWR fINXFK*QNFYNTSg RI
IJIXHWNGJ FS NSXYNYZYNTS QJF[NSL YMJ IJSTRNSFYNTS <J FWJ RTWJ YMFS fF|

we are connected. We are United Methodist-related. Thus, UM-related higher education

institutions work through a connectional mechanism, meeting, collaborating, co-creating, and

convening together, embodying the historic identity of Methodism.

When a president or a whole institution grieves, we all grieve because the connection is about
relationships. When students and the campus community realize the virtue of connectionalism,
they will better understand why Methodism is more than a historical identity. Connectionalism is
a modern way of interpreting our life together. No one goes it alone.

12 WHAT IT MEANS TO BE RELATED TO A UNITED METHODIST CHURCH WITH EDUCATION IN ITS DNA



“...Methodist education has always loudly
proclaimed every boy and girl, every woman

and man, matters to God”
— The British Methodist Church

Claremont School of Theology, California

WHAT IT MEANS TO BE RELATED TO A UNITED METHODIST CHURCH|VlI3H EDU




The United Methodist
ldentity and Ethos

Greensboro College, North Carolina

A United Methodist-related campus embodies the church’s deep-rooted
commitment to accessible, high-quality education, expressing its identity

by integrating the United Methodist ethos into academic programs and
campus life. It employs a holistic approach rooted in John Wesley’s emphasis
on educating the whole person — intellectually, culturally, spiritually, and
physically — creating a caring and compassionate citizenry.

The United Methodist ethos views education not merely as a path to intellectual
UWT*HNJSH” TW HFWJJW XZHHJXX GZY FX F YWFSXKT
individuals to cultivate their gifts and discover what it means to be the full

human beings God intended. Central to this is the conviction that all people

are created in the image of God. The United Methodist ethos stands on a
XFHWFRJSYFQ KTZSIFYNTS FSI WJ+JHYX FS NSHQZXN|]
Communion’s open table and baptism’s vocational call to a life of purpose and

service. This ethos fosters social holiness, where personal growth leads to

active engagement in service, the pursuit of justice, and the transformation of

the world. The curriculum of a United Methodist institution prepares students

to understand a religiously diverse world across public and private sectors,

in commerce, health care, and public life.

The chaplain on campus plays a central role in interpreting the institution’s
United Methodist identity with leadership, donors, faculty, and staff. Chaplains
bring knowledge and vital piety, faith and reason together, facilitating interfaith
engagement and creating space for students of all backgrounds to explore
their beliefs. Chaplains facilitate the institution’s connection to The United
Methodist Church, ensuring the institution’s mission remains rooted in
education for personal and social transformation.

A United Methodist-related campus has a vibrant culture that prioritizes open
dialogue, critical inquiry, and appreciation for diverse perspectives. Academic
freedom allows for scholarly exploration of religious faith and its intellectual
dimensions across disciplines. The campus environment actively seeks to
create intercultural communities of learning, empowering students, faculty,
and staff to contribute their unique experiences to the beloved community.

The connectional relationship between the campus and The United Methodist
Church fosters a collaborative mission that aligns a global perspective with a
just society for all.

14| WHAT IT MEANS TO BE RELATED TO A UNITED METHODIST CHURCH WITH EDUCATION IN ITS DNA



. s ; ={ A
Spartanburg Methodist College, South Carolina Adrian College, Michigan
The United Methodist Church views both the love of God and love of neighbor, concepts

integral to Christian faith, as having an intellectual component. This underlying assumption

is a driving force in the denomination’s interest in education and shapes the character of

schools, colleges, universities, and theological schools that relate to the denomination.

John Wesley viewed education as a channel of self-understanding that was crucial for
salvation, granting intellect a prominent role in the denomination’s conception of faith.

Centenary University, New Jersey Philander Smith University, Arkansas

WHAT IT MEANS TO BE RELATED TO A UNITED METHODIST CHURCHlV\ZI_ﬁ-I EDUC



“Unite the pair so long disjoined,
knowledge and vital piety:
learning and holiness combined’”
— Charles Wesley

John Wesley's brother

University of Puget Sound, Washington
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General Board of
Higher Education
and Ministry

In 1972, several divisions, departments, and boards related to
United Methodist education were reorganized to form the General
Board of Higher Education and Ministry (GBHEM), one of 13 agen-
cies in the UMC. That same year, General Conference established
the Black College Fund (BCF) to promote and contribute to the his-
tory of African American Methodist education in the United States
and the future of United Methodist-related HBCUs.

Today, GBHEM is the United Methodist agency charged with

stewarding the intellectual life of the denomination. It connects

with, on behalf of the denomination, more than 1,000 educational
NSXYNYZYNTSX NS HTZSYWNJX FSI *[J HTSYN

In addition to ordained and licensed ministry initiatives and
programs, GBHEM is the agency responsible for managing and
executing the University Senate, scholarships, and the United
Methodist Endorsing Agency (UMEA). Additionally, GBHEM
supports the North American Association of Methodist Schools,
Colleges and Universities (NAAMSCU, more information on page
30) through program collaboration, administrative assistance,
accounting and investing, event planning and other partnerships.

Two award programs, managed by GBHEM, include the
Exemplary Teaching Award for faculty who teach at UM-related
institutions, and the Francis Asbury Award for those who have
served with excellence on behalf of United Methodist education.
Other awards and scholarships are available through GBHEM and
include both higher education and theological education worldwide.

Louisburg College, North Carolina

WHAT IT MEANS TO BE RELATED TO A UNITED METHODIST CHURCH WL TH EDUC,



COLLEGIATE
MINISTRIES

United Methodist Collegiate Ministries is the missional
presence of The United Methodist Church on college and
university campuses worldwide.

Through an international network of university/college
chaplains, campus pastors, religious life directors, Wesley
Foundations, ecumenical and inter-religious partnerships, and
local church outreach, The United Methodist Church serves
more than 1,300 campuses around the world.

GBHEM supports and advocates for collegiate ministries

by cultivating meaningful relationships and convening
collegiate ministers to empower a new generation of thoughtful
Christian leaders.

GBHEM works with presidents, university chaplains, campus
pastors, and leaders in bringing knowledge and vital piety,
truth, and love together. We work with ministers and presidents
on resources for connectionalism with local churches and
annual conferences, leadership development, interfaith work,
discernment, and other useful tools that contribute to a vibrant
campus spiritual life.

. . . L Reinhardt University, Georgia
For more information about Collegiate Ministries at GBHEM,

email UMCollegiate@gbhem.org.

OMJ *WXY <JXQJ"FS LWTZ
called Methodist met at Christ

Church College at Oxford, England,
where Charles Wesley was a

student and brother John had

just graduated.

Central Methodist University, Missouri
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THE UNIVERSITY SENATE

The United Methodist Church has more schools, colleges,
universities, and theological schools than any other protestant
denomination in the country. The predecessor bodies of

The United Methodist Church were anxious to serve the larger
society by engaging in education. In this endeavor, they were
true to John Wesley’s concern for education and, more
XUJHN*HFQQ”~ YT YMJ NSXYNYZYNTS GZNQ '
American Methodism.

American Methodism has always sought to serve the larger
community, as well as its members, through a series of complex
UM-related institutions including schools, colleges, universities,
theological schools, hospitals, youth homes, and retirement
homes.

The University Senate was established in 1892 as one of the

earliest accrediting bodies in the United States. Indeed, the

senate began modeling peer review processes in the United

States even before the regional accreditation system had

been established. In that regard, the University Senate was
instrumental in giving shape to the accreditation system in

America. The senate’s mission was to be certain that the
XHMTTQX HTQQJLJX FSI ZSN[JWXNYNJX W
of excellence consistent with Methodist education.

Today, the University Senate, while not a federally recognized Paine College, Georgia
accrediting body, continues to be charged with the

responsibility of reviewing all United Methodist-related

JIZHFYNTSFQ NSXYNYZYNTSX YT FK*WR F MNLM QJ[JQ JJHIQQJSHJ

in the church-academy relationship, which encompasses

wagoenence. " "UNIVERSITY SENATE

OF THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

The University Senate is an outward and visible sign of an inward and
inherent commitment to the relationship between a denomination with
education in its DNA and UM-related schools, colleges, universities,
and theological schools.

WHAT IT MEANS TO BE RELATED TO A UNITED METHODIST CHURCH|VlI9H EDU



THE MARKS OF A UNITED
METHODIST INSTITUTION

ROY AND LiLLE
CULLEN BUILDING

Southwestern University, Texas

THERE ARE SOME MARKS OF CHURCH RELATIONSHIF
WHICH SHOULD BE MANIFESTED IF AN INSTITUTION

IS TO BE RELATED MEANINGFULLY TO THE UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH.

H#h= Access the CEO Directory for
ixa UM-related institutions.
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THE MARKS OF A UNITED METHODIST INSTITUTION

* A United Methodist-related institution fosters a culture of service among its students, faculty, and staff that
encourages engagement in the Wesleyan tradition.

A United Methodist-related institution recognizes The United Methodist Church’s Social Principles; creates a
community of scholarship and learning which facilitates social justice; and is committed to actions and
initiatives promoting justice, solidarity and equity among all people.

A United Methodist-related institution respects, honors, and provides the scholarly teaching of religion and
especially the teaching of the Christian tradition as it relates to other living world religions to foster interfaith
leadership on campus and in the community. In the case of professional institutions and programs, the
HZWWNHZQZR NSHQZIJX TUUTWYZSNY”N KTW KFHZQY” FSI XYZIJSY WJ+JHYNTS
practice.

I & :SNYJI 2JYMTINXY WIQFYJI NSXYNYZYNTS WIXUJHYX FSI MTSTWX WJQNLNT
worship and service for faculty, staff, and students who choose to participate in religious traditions within the
total life of the institution.

A United Methodist-related institution encourages faculty, staff, and students to explore the place of religious
belief and practice; the intellectual dimensions of religious faith in academic disciplines and co-curricular
activities; and advocates for the appropriate recognition of the contributions and challenges of religion in the
public square.

I & :SNYJI 2IYMTINXY WJIQFYJI NSXYNYZYNTS NSHQZIJX NS NYX KFHZQY”" FIR
persons who understand and respect the relationship with The United Methodist Church.

I & :SNYJI 2IYMTINXY WIQFYJI NSXYNYZYNTS NIJSYN*JX NYXJQK FX XZHM NS
statements of self-description.

Southern Methodist University, Texas
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ACADEMIC FREEDOM

The United Methodist Church believes that schools, colleges, and universities are called
to ensure academic freedom is protected for all members of the academic community
and a creative learning environment is fostered, allowing for a free exchange of ideas.

Religious ideas deserve careful consideration within that exchange of
ideas, but religion should not limit that exchange.

Education, from a United Methodist perspective, is a means of
attaining freedom from ignorance and prejudice so that justice and
equity can prevail throughout the world. Higher education, at its best,
creates a culture of open dialogue, curiosity, and appreciative inquiry
GJHFZXJ YMNX YMUJ TK HZQYZWJ NX HWZHNFQ g
of knowledge.

These educational virtues are not unique to United Methodist institu-
tions. However, for institutions related to The United Methodist Church, Rocky Mountain College, Montana
an open and inclusive culture is of particular responsibility. The United
Methodist Church teaches epistemological humility and the need
KTW INFQTL f.S MZRNQNY” \J FK*WR YMFY ,TI
broad, and too deep for any of us to constrain or prescribe how God ‘
continues to work among us. ... [I]f we do not respect, honor, and listen

to our neighbors, and especially our enemies, then we have not love

(1 Corinthians 13:1-7).” (2024 The Book of Resolutions of The United
Methodist Church #4100, & 8 YFYJRJSY (TSHJWSNSL (MZz
Relations and Educatior).

Academic freedom extends to the study of religion. Rather than either
isolating faith as something outside formal curriculum or mandating —
a particular doctrine, United Methodist-related schools, colleges,

and universities offer curricular and co-curricular programs that enable
students to safely and bravely ask questions of meaning and purpose.

This dedication to ongoing learning is rooted in pedagogical and
theological convictions. These convictions include the United
2JYMTINXY YJFHMNSL TK XFSHYN*HFYNTS TW
understanding, and commitment to religious freedom. “Religious

freedom, as a human right, involves not only every individual’s freedom

of belief, thought and conscience, but also a person’s right to change
one’s belief” (2024 The Book of Resolutions of The United Methodist A S
Church #4100, & 8YFYJRJSY (TSHIJWSNSL (MZWHM ,T[. -
and Education). Thus, United Methodist-related higher education does e
not exist simply to provide easy answers, but to formulate better R
questions and to create lifelong learners. Emory & Henry College, Virginia
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INTERFAITH
ENGAGEMENT

In dialogue, we mutually seek insight
into the wisdom of other traditions,
and we hope to overcome our fears
and misapprehensions.

Union Commonwealth University, Kentucky

The intent in developing interreligious relationships is not to amalgamate all faiths into one religion. United Methodists
have no interest in such syncretism. To engage in interreligious dialogue is neither to endorse nor to deny the faith of
other people. In dialogue, we mutually seek insight into the wisdom of other traditions, and we hope to overcome our
fears and misapprehensions. Far from requiring a lessening of commitment to Christ, effective dialogue is only possible
when one’s own faith is strong and may ultimately serve to deepen or extend it.

United Methodists are seeking to be neighbors with persons whose religious commitments are different from our own
and to engage each other about the deepest convictions of our lives. In our assurance of and trust in God’s grace in
Jesus Christ, we open ourselves to dialogue and engagement with persons of other faith communities and to other
Christians whose understandings, cultures, and practices may be different from our own.

This interreligious engagement challenges United Methodist Christians to think in new ways about our lives in the broader

human community, about our mission, evangelism, service, and our life together within the Christian church. We seek to
promote peace and harmony with persons of other religious traditions in our various towns, cities, and neighborhoods.

>JY \J IT STY MNIJ TZW INKKJWJSHJX STW F[TNI HTS+NHYX GZY XJJP YT RFPJ
lives with each other, we witness and are witnessed to, we invite others into the Christian community, and we are invited

into theirs. Our prayer is that the lives of all in each place will be enriched by the differences of others, that a new sense

of community may emerge, and that others may receive the gift of God in Christ while we receive the gifts which have

been given them.

Source: For more information, see The 2024 Book of Resolutions of The United Methodist Church, #5202.Called to Be Neighbors and Witnesses:

Guidelines for Interreligious Relationships.
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VIRTUES OF UNITED
METHODIST EDUCATION

OMJ JIZHFYJI UIJWXTS NX TSJ \MT MFX RTXY SJFWQ" FYYFNSJI Y
it within them to become, morally, culturally, and spiritually as well as intellectually and

UMAXNHFQQ” *IZHFYNTS NX STY ZQYNRFYJQ™ FGTZY YWFNSNSL
INXHT[JWNSL \MFY NY NX YT GJ YMJ KZQQ MZRFS GJNSLX ,TI NS

The Shield for UM Virtues

TOP QUADRANT

Latin for “knowledge and vital piety,” describes the
intellectual and spiritual relationship between the
church and the academy.

RIGHT QUADRANT

The globe symbolizes worldwide connection
and broad diversity; it acknowledges contextual
tension and holds space to help balance that
tension. It also symbolizes theological inquiry
and grace, which is a major component

of Wesleyan theology.

BOTTOM QUADRANT

The chalice and bread are images that symbolize
Holy Communion and a sacramental church that
aspires to embody an inclusive theology that invites
everyone to the table and assures no one eats
alone.

LEFT QUADRANT
The torch of knowledge symbolizes a denomination
founded on education, a channel for God’s grace.

CENTER

The scalloped shell is the heraldic image for
baptism and pilgrimage; it symbolizes exploration
and discovery related to one’s vocational journey
through life and the value of study away and
intentional travel; it is also the heraldic symbol
for the Wesley family name.

BLUE
Surrounds the shield with the liturgical color for hope and
provides a visual outline for connection.

FOUR QUADRANTS
Symbolize the Wesleyan quadrilateral for theological inquiry,
“scripture, tradition, reason, and experience.”
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Willamette University, Oregon

UNITED METHODIST
SCHOLARSHIPS

United Methodist Student Day was the original Special Sunday and was founded by United Methodist Church Sunday
Schools that collected offerings to help advance education for children. The fund was originally established in 1872
as the Children’s Fund.

Today, United Methodist Student Day Sunday, now celebrated in May, has the same purpose, calling upon the
denomination to support students as they prepare for life by adding knowledge to their faith.

*[TIWA AJFW YMJ ,JSIWFQ 'TFWI TK -NLMJW *IZHFYNTS FSI 2NSNXYW~” F\FWIX FS
United Methodist students. The offering taken on United Methodist Student Day is one opportunity to support these

scholarships whereby substantial funding goes toward supporting and educating United Methodist students who

are attending United Methodist institutions. Supporting this Special Sunday is truly an investment in society and

democracy.

There are scholarships available for undergraduate, graduate or doctoral United Methodist students. Financial
XZUUTWY KTW FQQ ,JSIWFQ 'TFWI TK -NLMJW *IZHFYNTS FSI 2NSNXYW~" XHMTQ
JSIT\RJSYX \NQQX FSI FSSZNYNJX :SNYJI 2JYMTINXY 8UJHNFQ 8ZSIFAX TSQN

S5WNSY FSI UTXY YMJ XHMTQFWXMNU +2JW TS UFLJ KTW XYZIJSYX YT XJJ

EE

f

U Rt HIGHER EDUCATION & MINISTRY

Scholarships »  General Board of Higher Education and Ministry

THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
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THE BLACK COLLEGE FUND

Clark Atlanta University, Georgia

Education is one of the most valued themes that runs through the history of Methodism. In the 1860s, the Methodist

Episcopal Church started the Freedmen’s Aid Society, which helped provide quality education at Black colleges

FHWTXX YMJ 8TZYM 3T\ RTWJ YMFS NIFWX FKYIJW YMJ HMZWHM WJHTLSN_J
freed population, the Black College Fund (BCF) continues the legacy of faith and service.

The fund supports the largest number of historically black colleges and universities (HBCUS) in the United States.

It is one of seven apportioned funds of The United Methodist Church and is administered by GBHEM. Established

GN YMJ ,JSIWFQ (TSKIJWJISHJ NY UWTINIJX *SFSHNFQ XZUUTWY YT RFENSYF
programs, strong faculties, and well-equipped facilities at the 11 United Methodist-related HBCUS.

&X \J RT[J YMWTZLM QNKJ KZQ*QQNSL TZW FXUNWFYNTSX \J FQXT HFS XYFSI
and those who have the potential to discover how we will sustain our world. Through the generosity of others and

the BCF, countless students will have opportunities and support for their education and their work in the church,

the community and the world.

Access information about

Black College Fund
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THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION

There are 13 United Methodist theological schools in the United States that have educated outstanding preachers,
teachers, professors, evangelists, missionaries, chaplains, lay leaders, and others. United Methodist theological
schools are vital components of the United Methodist connection and provide a clear focus on the practice of
RNSNXYWA FX \JQQ FX YMTZLMYKZQ YMJTQTLNHFQ WJ+JHYNTS

OMITQTLA NX TZW JKKTWY YT WJ+JHY ZUTS ,TIcX LWFHNTZX FHYNTS NS TZW QN
expression the mysterious reality of God’s presence, peace and power in the world. Theology serves the church by
interpreting the world’s needs and challenges to the church, and by interpreting the Gospel to the world.

Theological Guidelines: Sources and Criteria
I\T HTSXNIIJWFYNTSX FWJ HISYWFQ YT YMNX JSIJF[TW YMJ XTZWHJX KWTR \MN
and the criteria by which we assess the adequacy of our understanding the witness.

<JXQJIN GIJQNJI[JI YMFY YMJ QN[NSL HTWJ TK YMJ (MWNXYNFS KFENYM \FX WJ[JFC
UIJWXTSFQ JJUJWNJSHJ FSI HTS*WRJI G WJFXTS

.S YMITQTLNHFQ WJ+JHYNTS YMJ WIXTZWHJIX TK YWFINYNTS JJUJWNJSHJ FSI W
displacing Scripture’s primacy for faith and practice. These four sources — each making distinctive contributions,
ANJY FQQ *SFQQOQA \TWPNSL YTLIYMJIW _ LZNIJ TZW VZJIXY FX :SNYJI 2JYMTINXY X

Source: The 2024 Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church,

Part Ill Doctrinal Standards and Our Theological Task { 105. Access information about

13 United Methodist
theological schools
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NORTH AMERICAN ASSOCIATION
OF METHODIST SCHOOLS, COLLEGE:
AND UNIVERSITIES

The North American Association of Methodist Schools, Colleges, and Universities (NAAMSCU) is a voluntary
association for presidents/CEOs who lead United Methodist-related educational institutions. For an educational
institution to be eligible for NAAMSCU membership, its primary campus must be in the United States, Canada or
a country within the Caribbean region.

Any president who serves an educational institution formally related to The United Methodist Church, based upon
its review and University Senate listing, in accord with standards outlines in the body’s guidelines, is eligible to be a
member of NAAMSCU.

Further, institutions having an historic association with the Methodist tradition in North America may be eligible for
membership, even if they are not formally related to The United Methodist Church, based upon review and approval
of the NAAMSCU Board of Directors.

In considering applications from institutions seeking membership in NAAMSCU, the Board of Directors shall

consider the following factors: the integrity of the institution; the quality of the institution’s academic programming;

YMJ *SFSHNFQ MJFQYM TK YMJ NSXYNYZYNTS FSI J[NIJSHJ TK YMJ WJIJQFYNTS
The board of directors shall make available to interested institutions instructions on how to apply for membership.

NAAMSCU membership renews annually pending receipt of annual dues.

West Virginia Wesleyan College, West Virginia Albright College, Pennsylvania

Access information about =

North American Association "T[ NAAMSCU
fOf MethOdls_t_SChOOIS’ CO”egeS’ North American Association of Methodist
and Universities (NAAMSCU) Schools, Colleges and Universities
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UNITED METHODIST
RESOURCES

» The Book of Discipline is the denomination’s instrument

“for setting forth the laws, plan, polity, and process by

which United Methodists govern themselves.”

American University, Washington, D.C.

» The Book of Resolutions accompanies The Book of Dis-

cipline and contains all resolutions or pronouncements

approved by the General Conference on issues that affect

humanity.

» The Social Principles are found within The Book of Discipline
and are a prayerful and thoughtful effort by the General
Conference to speak to issues in the contemporary world
from a sound biblical and theological foundation.

* The full text of the Social Principles can be found beginning

on page 105 in The 2024 Book of Discipline of The United

Methodist Church, Part V Social Principles { 160-164. Ohio Northern University, Ohio

University of Evansville, Indiana Rust College, Mississippi
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Additional Resources

Access online

The United Methodist Church

Access the

United Methodist Book of
Discipline and Book of Resolutions

Access the

List of UM-Related Schools,
Colleges, and Universities

+

UNIVERSITY SENATE

OF THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Access the

University Senate Guidelines

Access the
Association of Methodist Schools,
Colleges, and Universities (IAMSCU)

EI E Access the
H

Educational and Institutional
Insurance Administrators (EIIA)

E.

E. ;E Access the
K United Methodist Higher
O Education Foundation (UMHEF)
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Wesleyan College, Georgia Huntingdon College , Alabama

([ IXTZWHJIX KTW 8YZIJSY (.

UMHEF awards about $2 million a year in scholarships to United Methodist
students. Learn more at umhef.org

GBHEM awards an average of $3 million each year in scholarships for

HIGHER EDUGATIUN & MINISTRY United Methodist students pursuing undergraduate, graduate and ministry

+ General Board of Higher Education and Ministry degrees inside the United States and outside the United States. Learn more

at gbhem.org/scholarships

Global Mission Fellows is a two-year program for young adults (20—30)
who serve alongside community organizations in the U.S. or internationally.
Fellows grow professionally while addressing issues like migration,
education, health, and poverty within a supportive cohort of peers.

Learn more at umcmission.org/work/missionaries/global-fellows
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The General Board of Higher Education and Ministry
connects the church and the academy and develops
transformational leaders for the ministry of the church.




