






CLERGY 

CALLED BY GOD INTO LICENSED 
AND ORDAINED MINISTRY 
If you believe God is calling you to serve the church and the world through vocational 
ministry as an elder or as a deacon, you may look to begin the candidacy journey which 
is required for all licensed and ordained clergy in The United Methodist Church. 

There are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there 
are varieties of services, but the same Lord; and there are 
varieties of activities, but it is the same God who 
activates all of them in everyone -1 Corinthians 12:4-6 

For some, the call comes early; for others, it comes later in life and maybe even as a 
second career. Answering the call and living the vocation of a Licensed Local Pastor 
mirrors the call to Christian discipleship in the world. 

Licensed Local Pastor 
CALL: Called to Word, Service, Sacrament, and Order. Licensed to perform the duties for 
pastoral ministry only within the appointed setting. 

IN THE CHURCH: 
• Ministers to individuals within congregations, 

performing traditional duties of the pastor of a local 
church, including Biblical teaching and preaching 

• Establishes formal structures of discipleship and 
formation according to the contextual needs of 
the congregation 

Deacon 

IN THE COMMUNITY: 
• Recognizes the importance of connecting the local 

church to other congregations within the community 
• Launching or sustaining ministry connections with 

community resource organizations 
• Establishing a presence within local schools, youth 

programs, and senior adult support groups, to 
exemplify the presence of Christ in the community 

CALL: Called to Word, Service, Compassion, and Justice. Interrelates worship with 
service to God in the world 
IN THE CHURCH: 
• Serves within the local church as a specialized 

minister developing a bridge between that 
congregation and the greater community 

• Recruits and equips laity to participate in mission 
opportunities 

• Assists with worship leading and teaches members 
regarding spiritual disciplines and personal faith 
practices 

Elder 

IN THE COMMUNITY: 
• When appointed beyond the local church, embodies 

the presence of Jesus in places of need 
• Ministry within counseling services, chaplaincy, or 

hospice care attends to mental and physical needs 
• Advocacy work within state and federal agencies 

extends ministry care to the poor and marginalized 
populations 

CALL: Called to Word, Service, Sacrament, and Order. Orders the church for spiritual 
growth and community outreach and willing to itinerate to new places for ministry 

IN THE CHURCH: 
• Serves as the pastor of a faith community; develop

lay leadership to oversee the various functions of the
local church 

• Attends to the pastoral care needs of church members 
and their families 

• Administers the sacraments of holy communion and
baptism as part of communal worship

IN THE COMMUNITY: 
• Appointed as a clergy leader within the connectional 

structure as a district 
superintendent, annual conference staff, or as an 
episcopal leader 

• Serves as community leader as a primary driver of 
advocacy initiatives 

• Builds and maintains ecumenical networks within 
the community 




