
Creativity in ChAOS
“For God is not the author of confusion, but of peace, 
as in all churches of the saints.”

1 Corinthians 14:33, MEV

“A few years ago, the psychologist Daniel Oppenheimer asked some high school teachers to 

reformat the handouts they were giving to some of their classes. The regular handout would be 

formatted in something straightforward, such as Helvetica. But half these classes were getting 

handouts that were formatted in something sort of intense, like Haettenschweiler, or something 

with a zesty bounce, like Comic Sans italicized. Now, these are really ugly fonts, and they’re difficult 

fonts to read. But at the end of the semester, students were given exams, and the students who’d 

been asked to read the more difficult fonts had actually done better on their exams, in a variety 

of subjects. And the reason is, the difficult font had slowed them down, forced them to work a bit 

harder, to think a bit more about what they were reading, to interpret it . . . and so they learned 

more.” (Tim Harford, “How Frustration Can Make Us 

More Creative”)

prayer
Creator God, please live within me and take all my chaos and indecisiveness and 

bring direction and confidence. Let all whom I lead see confidence. Take all my 

messy leadership and bring reason and care. 

Think of the benefits and liabilities of chaos.
Think of someone who creates chaos. 
How do you experience that person?

SLOW

New additions to GBHEM’s Leader Devotions Series will be added to the agency’s E-Resources webpage every Wednesday, April 8 – June 10, 2020.

Have a question about higher education and ministry during a global health crisis? Submit it to our E-Resources FAQ page.

https://www.gbhem.org/
https://www.gbhem.org/e-resources/online-devotions/
https://www.gbhem.org/e-resources/
https://www.gbhem.org/e-resources/submit-your-question/

